CHAPTER
THE summer had passed off gloriously for the Roman arms     The expedition to Britain had
"R   fl   Rd.
produced all the effects which Caesar expected from it, and Gaul was outwardly calm Below the smooth appearance the elements of disquiet were silently working, and the winter was about to produce the most serious disaster and the sharpest trials which Csesar had yet experienced On his return from Britain he held a council at Amiens The harvest had been bad, and it was found expedient, for their better provision, to disperse the tioops over a broader area than usual There were in all eight legions, with part of another to be disposed of, and they were distributed in the following order Lucius Roscius was placed at Se"ex, in Normandy, Qumtus Cicero at Charleroy, not far from the scene of the battle with the Nervn Ciceio had chosen this position for himself as peculiarly advantageous , and his brother speaks of Caesar's acquiescence in the arrangement as a special mark of favor to himself Labienus was at Lavacherie, on the Ourfche, about seventy miles to the southeast of Cicero , and Sabi-nus and Cotta were at Tongres, among the Aduatuci, not far from Lie"ge, an equal distance from him to the northeast Cams Fabius had a legion at St Pol, between Calais and Arras , Trebonms one at Amiens , Marcus Crassus one at Montdidiei , Munatius Plan-cus one across the Oise, near Compi^gne Roscius